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member of a national securities asso-
ciation registered under 15A of that
Act (15 U.S.C. 780-3), provided that:

(A) The rules of the association pro-
hibit members from engaging in dis-
tribution or solicitation activities if
certain political contributions have
been made; and

(B) The Commission, by order, finds
that such rules impose substantially
equivalent or more stringent restric-
tions on broker-dealers than this sec-
tion imposes on investment advisers
and that such rules are consistent with
the objectives of this section; and

(iii) A “municipal advisor’’ registered
with the Commission under section 15B
of the Exchange Act and subject to
rules of the Municipal Securities Rule-
making Board, provided that:

(A) Such rules prohibit municipal ad-
visors from engaging in distribution or
solicitation activities if certain polit-
ical contributions have been made; and

(B) The Commission, by order, finds
that such rules impose substantially
equivalent or more stringent restric-
tions on municipal advisors than this
section imposes on investment advisers
and that such rules are consistent with
the objectives of this section.

(10) Solicit means:

(i) With respect to investment advi-
sory services, to communicate, directly
or indirectly, for the purpose of obtain-
ing or retaining a client for, or refer-
ring a client to, an investment adviser;
and

(ii) With respect to a contribution or
payment, to communicate, directly or
indirectly, for the purpose of obtaining
or arranging a contribution or pay-
ment.

[75 FR 41069, July 14, 2010, as amended at 76
FR 43013, July 19, 2011; 77 FR 28477, May 15,
2012]

§275.206(4)-6 Proxy voting.

If you are an investment adviser reg-
istered or required to be registered
under section 203 of the Act (15 U.S.C.
80b-3), it is a fraudulent, deceptive, or
manipulative act, practice or course of
business within the meaning of section
206(4) of the Act (15 U.S.C. 80b-6(4)), for
you to exercise voting authority with
respect to client securities, unless you:

(a) Adopt and implement written
policies and procedures that are rea-
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sonably designed to ensure that you
vote client securities in the best inter-
est of clients, which procedures must
include how you address material con-
flicts that may arise between your in-
terests and those of your clients;

(b) Disclose to clients how they may
obtain information from you about
how you voted with respect to their se-
curities; and

(c) Describe to clients your proxy
voting policies and procedures and,
upon request, furnish a copy of the
policies and procedures to the request-
ing client.

[68 FR 6593, Feb. 7, 2003]

§275.206(4)-7 Compliance procedures
and practices.

If you are an investment adviser reg-
istered or required to be registered
under section 203 of the Investment Ad-
visers Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80b-3), it
shall be unlawful within the meaning
of section 206 of the Act (15 U.S.C. 80b-
6) for you to provide investment advice
to clients unless you:

(a) Policies and procedures. Adopt and
implement written policies and proce-
dures reasonably designed to prevent
violation, by you and your supervised
persons, of the Act and the rules that
the Commission has adopted under the
Act;

(b) Annual review. Review, no less fre-
quently than annually, the adequacy of
the policies and procedures established
pursuant to this section and the effec-
tiveness of their implementation; and

(c) Chief compliance officer. Designate
an individual (who is a supervised per-
son) responsible for administering the
policies and procedures that you adopt
under paragraph (a) of this section.

[68 FR 74730, Dec. 24, 2003]

§275.206(4)-8 Pooled investment vehi-
cles.

(a) Prohibition. It shall constitute a
fraudulent, deceptive, or manipulative
act, practice, or course of business
within the meaning of section 206(4) of
the Act (156 U.S.C. 80b-6(4)) for any in-
vestment adviser to a pooled invest-
ment vehicle to:
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